Testing organization preferences in serial pattern learning.
Subjects studied a series of colored dots for 6 s and then performed a memory reproduction task for which they chose alternative puzzle pieces from a set. Series were presented repeatedly until subjects made a completely correct reproduction. The puzzle pieces contained parts of the series that were expected to interact with the groups identified by spontaneous perceptual organization. By assuming that same grouping in series and puzzle pieces would be preferred, the preferences could be predicted on the basis of an economy principle. The preferences obtained were in accordance with the predictions.